Though syphilis in its primary phases may not be of special interest to many individual members of a society such as this, yet the whole subject of venereal disease has within recent years become one of such vital national importance that it is not necessary for me to make any apology in choosing this subject for my paper.
There is, I think, no subject within the whole range of medicine that has come more to the forefront since the outbreak of war, and no subject that has been more discussed outside the medical profession than that of venereal disease.
Before the war this subject was certainly not one of special political, municipal,- or could not bear to look too closely at this problem; it would have shocked her delicate sensibilities, so she passed it by on the other side, or, like the ostrich, she preferred to bury her head in sands instead of facing the danger that beset her. The discussion of the problem was taboo as far as the public were concerned; the disease was to them a hidden mysterious plague. Even the medical profession was not entirely free from this Grundy taint; it is no exaggeration to say that the majority of doctors gave the matter the cold shoulder, their attitude being one of indifference, if not disgust. The student was inadequately taught to begin with, and was required to pay the minimum of attention to the subject.
With the introduction of arsenical preparations ("606") 
